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IN MEMORIAM: JASON F. LEIF 

Jason F. Leif died on December 28, 2017.  He was 48 years old.  Jason’s 
career in energy law was marked by sound legal advice, collegiality, and leader-
ship. 

Jason grew up in the New York City area and graduated from the University 
of Michigan with a B.A. in political science in 1991 and summa cum laude from 
The Washington College of Law at The American University in 1994.  Jason be-
gan his energy career at the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC).  
While at FERC, Jason worked as a law clerk advising several of FERC’s Admin-
istrative Law Judges in connection with litigation matters involving gas pipelines, 
oil pipelines, and electric utilities. 

In 1995, Jason joined the energy group at Jones Day in its Washington office.  
Jason and his family moved to Houston in 2001 to help Jones Day open its Hou-
ston office.  Jason became a Jones Day partner in 2004. 

In Houston, Jason established himself as a key player in the energy bar.  He 
represented energy industry participants, focusing on pipeline and liquefied natu-
ral gas permitting and construction, rates and tariffs, asset acquisitions and divest-
itures, energy-related contracting matters, and investigations and compliance.  Ja-
son also actively participated in the Energy Bar Association (EBA) and its related 
organizations.  Jason served as President of EBA’s Houston Chapter and was vice 
chair of its Natural Gas Regulation Committee.  Later, Jason served as the Presi-
dent of the EBA and as a member of the boards of directors of the Charitable 
Foundation of the EBA and the Foundation for the Energy Law Journal. 

Throughout his career and personal life, Jason demonstrated wit, charm, gen-
erosity, and compassion.  His counsel was sophisticated but practical, and he de-
livered advice with a calm demeanor and dry sense of humor that made him inval-
uable to clients. 


