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American families and businesses expect the lights to stay on at a cost they 
can afford. But that’s no longer a guarantee. Over the next five years, 19 states 
from Montana to Louisiana are at high risk of rolling blackouts during normal 
peak conditions. 

The stakes are too high to get this wrong. As electricity demand grows and 
supply fails to keep up, bad public policy is making the problem worse.  
That’s why America’s electric co-ops are fighting for smarter energy policies 
that prioritize reliability and affordability for all. 

















THURS AV, APRIL 25 

Concurrent 28: FERC Rate Cases: Litigate or Settle 

Catholic University/University of DC (LEVEL Ml) 

The panel will examine the legal and technical perspectives from pipelines, shippers, and FERC Trial 

Staff on settling versus fully litigating a rate case. 

• George W. Flugrad, Senior Counsel, BHE GT&S LLC

• Lamiya N. Rahman, Associate, Blank Rome

• Kenneth A. Sosnick, Managing Director, Black & Veatch Global Advisory

• (Moderator) Philip W. Mone, Partner, Mccarter & English LLP

3:00 PM - 3:45 PM Networking Breaks 

Young Lawyers Council: "A Day in the Life" 

Georgetown Room (Level Ml) 

3:45 PM - 5:00 PM 

CONCURRENT SESSIONS 

Concurrent 3A: The Data Challenge 

Salons N/O/P (LEVEL M4) 

In-House Council Coalition 

Liberty Foyer (Level M4) 

Consumers may seldom consider the infrastructure needed to support streaming, internet, email, 

and gaming. Data centers, complete with a huge number of servers run 24/7 and enough air 

conditioning to dissipate the heat such equipment generates, provide a unique and relatively new 

challenge to the grid. Some utilities now offer unique data center products and data center load 

has become part of RTO transmission planning. A second component of planning is where to 

locate these facilities. In light of the nature of the use, development of data centers on 

brownfields offers a unique set of advantages, including available infrastructure which can position 

such development as a "best use." This panel will focus on challenges and perspectives related to 

development of Data Centers. 

• The Honorable Ann McCabe, Commissioner, Illinois Commerce Commission

• Clay Rikard, Vice President - System Planning, Southern Company Services

• David E. Schleicher, President and CEO, The Northern Virginia Electric Cooperative

• Jason M. Stanek, Executive Director - Governmental Services, PJM Interconnection

• (Moderator) Gerald L. Pouncey, Jr., Chairman, Morris, Manning & Martin LLP

Concurrent 3B: Understanding the Pillars-The Implications of Treasury's 45V 

Pillars for the U.S. Hydrogen Industry 

Catholic University/University of DC (LEVEL Ml) 

Section 45V was part of the Inflation Reduction Act and provides an incentive for the production 

of clean hydrogen. In December of 2023, Treasury released proposed guidance adopting what 

amounts to a "book and claim" system to verify clean hydrogen production. However, the 

underlying electric energy must be sourced from renewables that are "incremental," "deliverable," 

and be.ginning in 2028 "temporal matched." The panel will review the implications of the pillars for 

the electrical transmission system and discuss opportunities for refinement in the context of 

Treasury's ongoing rulemaking. 

• Janet M. Anderson, Senior Technology and Policy Advisor, Van Ness Feldman LLP

• Rachel Fakhry, Policy Director, Emerging Technologies, Climate & Energy, Natural Resource

Defense Council

• Vir Chahal, Managing Director, Berkeley Research Group LLC

• (Moderator) Ross P. Keogh, Shareholder, Parsons Behle and Latimer









FRIDAY, APRIL 26 

Concurrent SB: Ethics and Wellness: Do it Solo (or Small) 
Catholic University/University of DC (LEVEL Ml) 

Join this panel of experienced legal professionals as they discuss the ins and outs of law firm 

formation, including reasons to go solo or small; risks and rewards; legal and ethical obligations 

of small and solo practices; how to maintain health, wealth, and life balance as a small or solo 

practice; and much, much more. Ethics and Wellness CLE credits will be sought for this panel. 

• Carolyn Elefant, Founder and Owner, Law Offices of Carolyn Elefant

• John Paul Floom, Managing Member, Floom Energy Law PLLC

• Rosa Twyman, Founder & Legal Services, Regulatory Law Chambers

• (Moderator) Regina Speed-Bost, Founder & Managing Partner, SB Law, PLLC

3:45 PM - 5:15 PM 

CLOSING GENERAL SESSION: Is Deference Dead? Executive Branch Power 

Post-Chevron 

Liberty Ballroom - Salons I/ J/K/L/M (LEVEL M4) 

This panel will tap the expertise of the current legal leadership of FERC, the Department of 

Energy, the White House Council on Environmental Quality, and the Environmental Protection 

Agency, to explore the possible outcomes from the Supreme Court's reconsideration of Chevron 

doctrine, including what a possible majority opinion might do and how the Court's decision will 

affect the work of the energy and environmental regulators like FERC. With oral arguments 

concluded in Loper Bright Enterprises and Relentless and an opinion expected to issue this 

summer, this closing session panel is best positioned to discuss the impacts of the Court's 

decision, in light of their collective experience and leadership in defending agency action in 

federal court. 

• Matthew R. Christiansen, General Counsel, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission

• Andrew Mergen, Emmett Visiting Assistant Clinical Professor of Law in Environmental Law

Faculty Director, Emmett Environmental Law and Policy Clinic, Harvard Law School

• Victoria Nourse, Ralph V. Whitworth Professor in Law, Georgetown Law

• Samuel T. Walsh, General Counsel, U.S. Department of Energy

• (Moderator) Anand Viswanathan, Special Counsel, Jenner & Block
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Please see dentons.com for Legal Notices.

Dentons, the law firm of the future is here.
dentons.com

Grow | Protect | Operate | Finance

Dentons’ US Energy team is  
part of an award-winning global 
team serving leading players in 
the world’s energy markets. 

Our clients rely on our experience navigating  
the industry’s complex regulatory landscape, 
advising on multinational projects and resolving 
high-stakes disputes—with energy to burn.
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invenergy.com

Innovators building 
a sustainable world.
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