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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

It is my privilege to serve as your EBA President this year and to welcome
you to this edition of the Energy Law Journal and update you on how your Energy
Bar Association is working to support you.

We are continuing to implement our new strategic plan which focuses on
EBA being the preeminent association for energy professionals, expanding our
programs to meet the need of a changing industry, enhancing the structures that
allow EBA to thrive, and growing the organization so more may benefit from EBA
has to offer. Our Energy Forum in September furthered these goals by covering a
wide spectrum of issues, and the Professional Education Committee is planning a
great annual meeting for April 14 and 15 in DC. Our Chapters provide another
opportunity for programming and networking, so members experience the benefits
of EBA closer to home. Whether your practice focus is federal, state, or local;
transactional or regulatory; in house, governmental, or private practice; or legisla-
tive, executive, or judicial, EBA is here to help you learn, grow, and give back. If
you are not already volunteering, this is a great time to engage!

There has never been a better time to be an energy lawyer or professional,
and this edition of the Journal reflects the great diversity of opportunities and chal-
lenges within our industry today. Jeremy Medovoy takes a careful look at FERC
enforcement proceedings and its preference for settlement, and he offers some
straightforward revisions to the Penalty Guidelines to further the settlement pro-
cess. Eliza Martin examines the phenomenon of rate-regulated utilities engaging
in political activities utilizing money collected from monopoly ratepayers through
government set rates, and she suggests an alternative approach for empowering
ratepayers against utilities’ economic and political entrenchment. While the in-
dustry is actively focused on data centers and manufacturing expansion, Cole
Jermyn and Michael Zimmerman look at another phenomenon — end-use electri-
fication — and the implications for transmission and generation and the duty to
serve. William Bolgiano takes a fascinating look at utility rate case expense as an
anti-consumer form of one-way fee shifting, proposing some guardrails and limits
that state regulators should consider.

There are many who work hard to make this Journal a must-read. I especially
want to thank Harvey Reiter, Caileen Gamache, Nicholas Cicale, and Mary Yang
for their leadership and stewardship. This Journal is an important part of EBA
continuing to be the pre-eminent association for energy professionals.

Sincerely,

Floyd R. Self
President, Energy Bar Association
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