IN MEMORIAM: CARMEN L. GENTILE

It is with deep sorrow that we announce the passing of Carmen L. Gentile on
September 12, 2025, at his home in Lovell, Maine. Carmen, a longtime friend and
colleague of many EBA members and a former EBA President, was diagnosed
with cancer just two months earlier.

Carmen was 85 years old, but to many who knew him, he seemed years
younger. He certainly was young at heart and vibrant in his thinking and his rela-
tionships.

Carmen loved the practice of energy law. He represented electric utilities
and gas distribution companies with integrity and passion before the Federal En-
ergy Regulatory Commission and the courts, and he often referred to himself as a
“public interest lawyer” as he strived to give practical meaning to the public inter-
est standards of the Federal Power Act.

Carmen can be considered one of the Deans of the energy bar having served
as the past President of the Energy Bar Association and a regular representative to
the Edison Electric Institute Legal Committee, and having represented clients, de-
veloped business strategies, written extensively, negotiated and drafted complex
contracts, and settled or litigated countless cases involving nearly every aspect of
federal energy regulation. Carmen’s comprehensive analysis of the Mobile-Sierra
Doctrine [“The Mobile-Sierra Rule: It’s Illustrious Past and Uncertain Future,” 21
Energy Law Journal 353 (2000)] is cited as an authoritative resource by legal
scholars and federal courts. He was a fierce, but always fair, advocate for his
clients.

Carmen grew up in Boston’s West End and graduated from Boston Latin
School and Harvard College. At the age of 22, he became a Foreign Service Of-
ficer for the U.S. State Department. Carmen always spoke fondly of his station as
a vice consul at the U.S. Consulate in Palermo, Italy. He loved the country, the
people, and the work. In 1967, he graduated from the University of Pennsylvania
Law School and worked as a law clerk for the Chief Judge of the Massachusetts
Superior Court and subsequently as an Assistant Legal Counsel to the then-gover-
nor of Massachusetts.

Carmen was a founding partner of the law firm Bruder, Gentile & Marcoux,
LLP, which merged with Schiff Harden (now ArentFox Schiff) in 2013. He later
continued a solo practice.
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Carmen was an avid sports fan and an amateur athlete. Every Massachusetts
team was a favorite. Concerning his own sports prowess, he often joked that if he
played basketball long enough, he would eventually become the best player in his
age group. Golf was another passion that he enjoyed for many years.

Above all, however, Carmen was most passionate about family and friends.
Carmen is survived by his wife Beth-Ann, his daughters Alexis Comrack and
Olivia Gentile, sons-in-law Christopher Comrack and Andy Borowitz, grand-
daughters Emilia and Charlotte Comrack and Madeline Gentile-Borowitz, and his
devoted dog Boss.

Information about donations, condolences, and tributes is available at
www.woodfuneralhome.org. Carmen will be missed by his friends in the energy
community, including the many he mentored along the way. Younger members
of the energy bar who may not have known Carmen can be certain that his work
in the field has influenced them immeasurably.

Ixii


http://www.woodfuneralhome.org/

