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Welcome to the 2026 EBA Energy Forum.

Thank you for joining us for this year’s Forum, The Energy Frontier:
Navigating the Future of Energy Through Innovation and Law. Over the next
day and a half, we will explore the legal, regulatory, and business issues
shaping the energy landscape through timely CLE-eligible sessions,
engaging keynote conversations, and valuable opportunities to connect with
colleagues across the energy community.

We are especially pleased to open the Forum on Thursday with keynote
remarks from Krista Tanner, President and CEO of ITC Holdings Corp. As the
leader of the nation’s largest independent electricity transmission company,
Krista brings a valuable perspective on the strategic choices, infrastructure
needs, and market developments defining the future of electric transmission.

FROM THE EBA PRESIDENT

 NICHOLAS J.
PASCALE

EBA PRESIDENT
2026 - 2027

Nicholas J. Pascale

On Friday, we will welcome FERC General Counsel James Dawson for keynote remarks. His perspective
on the Commission’s current work and the evolving regulatory issues confronting the industry will be a
fitting close to an exceptional program.

After Thursday’s sessions, please join your colleagues for the Foundation of the Energy Law Journal’s
Administrative Law Judges Reception, beginning at 5:30 p.m. This special event supports the Energy
Law Journal, the preeminent peer-reviewed publication of the Foundation of the Energy Law Journal,
published in partnership with the University of Tulsa College of Law. If you have not yet secured a
ticket, please see an EBA staff member—we would be delighted to have your company and support.

On behalf of the Board of Directors, I extend sincere thanks to our Professional Education Council
leaders for their outstanding work in developing this program. Our Co-Chairs, Lamiya Rahman of Blank
Rome LLP and Melinda Warner of Vinson & Elkins LLP, along with Co-Vice Chairs Nickolas Barber of
Thompson Coburn LLP, Karen Bruni of Steptoe LLP, and Jeremy Medovoy of McGuireWoods LLP, have
worked closely with speakers, moderators, and EBA staff to create a thoughtful and timely slate of
sessions. We are deeply grateful for their leadership and dedication.

The Forum will conclude with the annual Women in Energy Lunch, featuring a fireside chat with Noha
Sidhom of Viribus Fund and Julia English of McGuireWoods LLP. We are grateful to Diamond Gem
Sponsor McGuireWoods LLP for founding this important event in 2016 and for its continued
commitment to recognizing and advancing women throughout the energy community.

Finally, thank you to our sponsoring firms and organizations for their generous support, and to each of
you for being part of this year’s Forum. I look forward to seeing you throughout the program and to
the conversations, ideas, and connections that will carry forward from our time together.

Sincerely, 

Nicholas J. Pascale
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8

8:00 AM: REGISTRATION OPENS

Krista Tanner
President and CEO
ITC Holdings Corp.

9:00 AM - 9:30 AM: Welcome and Opening Keynote Remarks
Salon 4

Krista Tanner is President and CEO, ITC Holdings Corp. In this role, she is
responsible for the strategic vision and overall business operations of ITC and its
subsidiaries. She also serves on ITC’s Board of Directors. Prior to this role, Ms.
Tanner served as ITC’s President and as Chief Business Officer. She joined ITC in
2014 as the President of ITC Midwest.

9:30 AM - 10:55 AM: GENERAL SESSION 1

Large Load Flexibility: Regulation and Innovation
Salon 4

Load growth projections, driven in large part by data centers, continue to increase. In response, federal
and state policymakers are enabling - or requiring - loads to operate flexibly. FERC has directed RTOs to
develop new non-firm transmission services, while state lawmakers and regulators are considering
approaches such as mandatory curtailment of large loads, or expedited interconnection in exchange for
flexibility commitments. Attendees will learn about the evolution in state and federal policy towards large
load flexibility, with panelists from state, utility, and data center backgrounds.

Lorig Charkoudian, Ph.D, Maryland State Delegate, Maryland General Assembly
Dr. Davis George Moye, P.E., Senior Consultant, Rimkus Consulting Group Inc.
Lindsay North, Director of Clean Energy Strategy, Pepco Holdings
Gabriel Tabak, Head of Energy Policy, Verrus LLC
Mary Yang (Moderator), Chief Operating Officer, 804 Advisory; Founder & Owner, Juni PLLC 

10:55 AM - 11:15 AM: BREAK & MEETUPS

Meet the Mentors (Senior Lawyers Council/Young Lawyers Council Meetup) - Location: Studio F
Finance, Transactions & Investment Steering Committee Meetup - Location: Studio C

11:15 AM - 12:25 PM: CONCURRENT SESSIONS

Concurrent 1A: The Cost of the Grid: Who Pays, Who Decides, and Is It Time For a
Change?
Salons 5-7

The always-dicey debate over transmission cost allocation is developing new wrinkles; this panel explores
old obstacles and new options to pay for the growing grid. Attendees will gain practical insights into the
legal, regulatory, and policy issues shaping the next generation of transmission investment.

Ruben Arredondo, Regulatory Counsel, Grid United
Sophie Meyer, Director of Power Systems, Grid Strategies LLC
John Miller, Director, Transmission Policy, Corporate Energy Buyers Association
Christina M. Hayes (Moderator), Head of Government Affairs, GridCare



THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8

Concurrent 1B: Miracle on First St. NE, RTO Governance that Delights Everyone
Studio D

Dear Chair Swett, All I want for FERC-mas is an RTO governance structure that works for everyone.
We’ve gathered voices from across the stakeholder process—states, transmission owners, developers,
and even the RTOs themselves—to figure out if there is a miracle  governance solution out there that
respects the delineation of rights and authorities under the Federal Power Act, provides investor
stability, ensures just and reasonable rates across markets, and maintains grid reliability. 

Joshua Macey, Professor of Law, Yale Law School
Jodi Moskowitz, Vice President, Deputy General Counsel and RTO Strategy Officer, PSEG Services
Corp.
Kristina M. Tridico, Executive Director and Deputy General Counsel, Midcontinent Independent
System Operator, Inc.
Evan Vaughan, Executive Director, MAREC Action
Melissa Alfano (Moderator), Senior Director of Energy Markets and Counsel, Solar Energy Industries
Association 

Concurrent 1C: Utility Duty to Serve and the Energy Transition
Studio E

This session will consider how utilities and the regulatory frameworks that govern them will need to
change in response to changing customer energy demands – in particular, the ongoing trend from
natural gas consumption to electrification.

Tana K. Simard-Pacheco, Lead Assistant General Counsel, Xcel Energy Services Inc.
Cole Jermyn, Senior Attorney – Clean Affordable Power, Environmental Defense Fund
James M. Van Nostrand, Policy Director, The Future of Heat Initiative
Hon. Radina Valova (Moderator), Commissioner, New York Public Service Commission

12:30 PM - 2:00 PM: LUNCH, PRESENTATION OF AWARDS, LIVE INTERVIEW
Salon 4

Special Event: Live Interview: Rich Heidorn Jr. (Editor Emeritus, RTO Insider) will sit 
down with Dr. David Patton, (President, Potomac Economics) market monitor for MISO, 
NYISO, ISO New England, and ERCOT.

Dr. David Patton is President of Potomac Economics and has nearly 30 years of
experience as an energy economist providing expert advice, analysis and testimony
to clients in the electricity and natural gas industries. Dr. Patton’s areas of expertise
include market design and monitoring, merger and other market power analysis,
transmission pricing, asset valuation, and congestion management.

Rich Heidorn Jr. is a former reporter and editor for The Philadelphia Inquirer, where
he began covering the electric industry as Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Delaware
introduced competition in the late 1990s. His coverage won the National Press
Foundation’s 1998 award for energy reporting. He later headed a Houston-based
startup that produced hourly power indexes and worked as an energy analyst for
Bloomberg Government. In between, he worked for eight years in the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission’s Office of Enforcement.
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Concurrent 2B: Bridging the Border: Emerging Issues in Energy Insecurity and
Digital Infrastructure Development in the U.S. and Canada
Studio D

This panel will compare how the U.S. and Canada are responding to energy insecurity, affordability, and
reliability challenges, including in response to the growing electricity demands of digital infrastructure
and data center development. The discussion will explore ratemaking, cost allocation, customer
protection, and how different regulatory and market structures between jurisdictions influence
decisions about system expansion and investment. Attendees will gain practical insights into emerging
legal and regulatory issues and cross-border lessons for policymakers and regulators.

Strahan McCarten, SVP, Product & Strategy, eStruxture Data Centers
Ari Peskoe, Director, Electricity Law Initiative, Harvard Law School Environmental and Energy Law
Program
Dr. Vivek Shastry, Senior Research Associate, Center on Global Energy Policy, Columbia University
Katie Slipp, Partner, Blake, Cassels & Graydon LLP
Meghan Anderson (Moderator), Senior Legal Counsel, Alberta Utilities Commission

Concurrent 2C: Energy and Transmission Development: Where Do Tribes Fit In?
Studio E

This session will explore the opportunities and barriers to Tribal participation in energy and transmission
development, including FERC’s Order No. 1920 and the relationship between Tribal consultation laws
and federal energy regulation.

Jonathan E. Canis, General Counsel, Oceti Sakowin Power Authority
Jason Carrizosa, President, SVFM Services LLC
Ellen H. Grover, Partner, Best Best & Krieger LLP
Brant Johnson, Senior Vice President, Development, Grid United
Hon. Suedeen G. Kelly (Moderator), Partner, Jenner & Block LLP

3:25 PM - 4:15 PM: BREAK & MEETUPS

Energy Professionals and In-House Counsel Coalition Meetup - Location: Studio F

2:15 PM - 3:25 PM: CONCURRENT SESSIONS

Concurrent 2A: FERC Practice and Procedure: Perspectives from FERC Staff
Salons 5-7

FERC staff share experience-based tips on procedural requirements, pleadings, pre-filing meetings, and
working with ALJs. This interactive session will offer firsthand tips and best practices for practitioners
appearing before FERC. Note: No specifics of pending FERC proceedings will be discussed at this panel.

Paige Espy, Managing Attorney, Office of the General Counsel, FERC 
Catherine Fischl Warren, Supervisory Trial Attorney, Office of Administrative Litigation, FERC
Kaleb Lockwood, Deputy Associate General Counsel, Office of the General Counsel, FERC
Douglas Roe, Branch Chief, Office of Energy Market Regulation-East, FERC
Karin L. Larson (Moderator), Shareholder, Wright & Talisman P.C. 



THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8

Concurrent 3B: Ethical Use of AI in Energy Practice
Studio D

Artificial intelligence is rapidly becoming part of everyday legal practice—but the ethical rules governing
lawyers have not changed. This program examines the ethical issues energy lawyers need to consider when
using generative AI in regulatory, transactional, litigation, enforcement, and advisory work. The program will
use practical examples drawn from energy practice to identify where AI can create ethical pitfalls and how
lawyers can use these tools responsibly without sacrificing their professional obligations.

Carolyn Elefant, AI in Law Expert, Law Offices of Carolyn Elefant

Concurrent 3C: A Lifetime of Energy Law: Now What? Perspectives on Retirement
Studio E

Many EBA members are approaching retirement in the near term and wrestling with not only when to retire
but what to do in retirement, particularly if they want to remain active professionally or start new careers.
Join us for a fireside chat in which our panelists will share their interesting retirement experiences and
provide a wide range of guidance.

Hon. Joseph T. Kelliher, Principal, Joseph Kelliher Consulting, (Retired Executive Vice President-Federal
Regulatory Affairs, NextEra Energy, and a former FERC Chairman)
Leslie Lawner, Retired Attorney / Teacher, (FERC Office of General Counsel, Office of Solicitor, and
Office of Commissioner Michael Naeve, Enron Capital & Trade Resources, and Sidney Gutierrez Middle
School)
Jane Lewis-Raymond, Principal, Hilltop Strategies (Retired Attorney, Parker Poe, Piedmont Natural Gas)
Richard Meyer, Retired Attorney, (SVP and General Counsel NRECA, USX Delhi Group/Texas Oil & Gas,
Assistant GC, FERC and Former EBA President)
Mark R. Haskell (Moderator), Partner, Blank Rome LLP

5:30 PM - 7:30 PM: SPECIAL EVENT

Foundation of the Energy Law Journal Administrative Law Judges (ALJ) Reception
Studio C and Outdoor Terrace | Separate Ticket Required

The Honorable Chief Judge Curtis L. Wagner, Jr. ALJ Reception, sponsored by the Foundation of the
Energy Law Journal, recognizes the important contributions of Federal Energy Regulatory Commission’s
administrative law judges. Not registered yet? Find an EBA staff member to purchase a ticket! 

4:15 PM - 5:25 PM: CONCURRENT SESSIONS

Concurrent 3A: Perspectives on Post-Chevron Judicial Review: Has Loper Bright
Changed the Game...or Not?
Salons 5-7

In June 2024, the Supreme Court issued its ruling in Loper Bright v. Raimondo, overturning the 40-year-
old Chevron deference doctrine.  This panel will discuss how federal agencies have fared on judicial review
of orders since Loper Bright was decided, what trends can be discerned when it comes to the relationship
of the three branches of government, and what all of this may mean for some of the significant energy
policy challenges the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission will be looking to address going forward.

Jared B. Fish, Senior Appellate Attorney, Solicitor's Office, FERC
Michelle Kallen, Partner, Steptoe LLP
Molly K. Suda, Deputy General Counsel, Duke Energy Corp.
Misha Tseytlin, Partner, Head of Supreme Court and Appellate Practice, Troutman Pepper Locke LLP
Donna M. Byrne (Moderator), Partner, Troutman Pepper Locke LLP
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Thursday, October 8 | 5:30 PM

The Honorable Chief Judge Curtis L. Wagner, Jr. ALJ
Reception honors the Federal Energy Regulatory

Commission's Administrative Law Judges and is sponsored
by the Foundation of the Energy Law Journal (FELJ). 

This annual reception is the FELJ's primary fundraiser for the
year and also provides attendees an opportunity to network

with other Energy Forum attendees and ALJs in a casual
environment after a full day of programs.

Don’t have a ticket yet? It’s not too late! 
Visit the registration desk to purchase!



FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9

Energy Professionals Council Meetup - Location: Salon 4

11:15 AM - 12:25 PM: CONCURRENT SESSIONS

Concurrent 4A: AI as a Grid-Enhancing Technology – Opportunities and Risks
Salons 1-3

This panel will explore the promise and risks of using artificial intelligence for utility operations, such as
system planning, wildfire prevention, and maintenance and inspections, and how industry members at the
cutting edge are maximizing opportunity while mitigating risk.

Andrew Abranches, Vice President, Wildfire Mitigation, Pacific Gas & Electric Company
Allison Reed Morgan, Managing Director of Security and Resilience, Edison Electric Institute
Darrell Moore, Director of Reliability Risk Management, North American Electric Reliability Corporation
Laurie Edelstein (Moderator), Partner and Co-Chair of Jenner's Energy Practice, Jenner & Block LLP

James Dawson
General Counsel
Federal Energy

Regulatory Commission

8:00 AM - 8:45 AM: Continental Breakfast
Prefunction 4-7

James Dawson serves as General Counsel at the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission. Prior to his appointment, he practiced
energy and appellate law at Vinson & Elkins LLP. He previously
served as a law clerk to Judge Alex Kozinski of the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the Ninth Circuit. Mr. Dawson is a graduate of Yale Law
School and Columbia University.

9:00 AM - 9:30 AM: Keynote Remarks
Salon 4

9:30 AM - 10:55 AM: GENERAL SESSION 2

Small Reactors, Big Hurdles: Licensing, Construction, and Commercial Risk
Salon 4

Small modular reactors promise scalable, reliable nuclear generation, but obstacles remain between
reactor design and commercial operation. Drawing on perspectives from government, industry, private
practice, and academia, this panel will examine the legal and practical challenges facing SMR deployment,
including NRC licensing pathways, DOE support, project siting, construction and supply-chain risk, fuel
availability, financing, contracting, and customer arrangements. 

Cameron Hughes, Associate, Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP
Joseph D. McManus, Senior Nuclear Regulatory Counsel, Westinghouse Electric Company LLC
Simon Moskovitz, Associate, Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP
Kathleen Oprea, Attorney Advisor, Office of Civilian Nuclear Programs, U.S. Department of Energy
Rama T. Ponangi (Moderator), Research Associate, Center on Global Energy Policy, Columbia
University, School of International and Public Affairs 

10:55 AM - 11:15 AM: BREAK & MEETUPS

Chapter Leader Meetup - Location: Studio C
Young Lawyers Council Q&A with FERC General Counsel James Dawson - Location: Studio E



FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9

Concurrent 4B: Powering the AI Boom: The Interplay Between Data Centers and
Natural Gas Pipelines
Salons 5-7

The explosive growth of AI and cloud computing has made data centers the largest new source of
electricity demand, and natural gas is increasingly the fuel of choice to power them—whether through the
grid, behind-the-meter generation, or co-located plants. This panel brings together practitioners
representing pipeline operators, power generation developers, data center developers, and lenders to
examine the commercial and legal fault lines where these industries meet: firm transportation and supply
agreements, capacity constraints and pipeline expansion, interconnection, siting and permitting,
jurisdictional questions, and the allocation of risk between parties operating on very different timelines.
The discussion will highlight deal structures, negotiation pressure points, and emerging solutions.

Allison Hellreich (Moderator), Of Counsel, Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP

12:30 PM - 2:00 PM: SPECIAL EVENT

The Energy Forum will conclude with the Women in Energy Lunch sponsored by McGuireWoods LLP, an
annual event that recognizes prominent women in the energy law community. Julia English (Partner,
McGuireWoods) will lead a fireside chat with Noha Sidhom (CIO and Founder, Viribus Fund).

Women in Energy Lunch: A Conversation With
Noha Sidhom and Julia English
Salon 4

Julia English (Partner, McGuireWoods LLP). Julia represents electric
generation and transmission owners, developers, traders, financial
institutions, investors, and investor-owned utilities in regulatory,
transactional, and compliance matters involving the U.S. Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission (FERC), the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE), the
Department of State (import/export proceedings) and state regulatory
commissions. Julia is a longtime member of the EBA, was the
organization’s 2020-2021 President, and was a founding sponsor of the
Women in Energy Lunch.

Noha Sidhom is the Chief Investment Officer and founder of Viribus Fund
and Executive Director of the Energy Trading Institute. She has spent her
career at the intersection of energy markets, investing, law, and public
policy. Prior to founding Viribus, Noha served as CEO of TPC Energy Fund
and previously practiced energy law at a private firm and served as an
Attorney Advisor at the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission.

Founding Sponsor:
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2026 AWARD RECIPIENTS

Paul E. Nordstrom Service Award
The Nordstrom Award was created in memory of Paul Nordstrom, a past President
of the Energy Bar Association and motivating force in the organization of the
Charitable Foundation of the EBA. The Award honors exemplary long-term service
or significant public service by a current or past member to the community through
participation in the EBA, CFEBA, or the FELJ. The EBA presents the 2026 Paul E.
Nordstrom Award to Randall (Randy) S. Rich. 

Randy is the Chair of EBA’s Senior Lawyers Council (SLC) and has served on a
multitude of EBA committees and leadership roles across his decades as a member.
Randy has used his current leadership of the Senior Lawyers Council to create
meaningful intergenerational connections within the energy bar, championing joint
events and panels between the SLC and Young Lawyers Council (YLC). One
nominator remarked “it is clear Randy takes pride in being part of the EBA and is
genuinely invested in helping others feel welcome.” Beyond his contributions to the
energy bar, Randy has demonstrated exemplary community service through his
leadership of Pierce Atwood’s pro bono committee in Washington, D.C,, and
personal involvement supporting local school activities and assistance programs.

State and Provincial Regulatory Practitioner
The State/Provincial Regulatory Practitioner Award recognizes the impact of EBA
members who represent clients before U.S. state or Canadian provincial regulatory
agencies, whose advocacy has produced significant results or recognition, and made
substantial contributions to the advancement of energy law. The EBA presents the
2026 State/Provincial Regulatory Practitioner Award posthumously to James
(Jim) Guy, who passed away on January 21, 2026. 

Jim was a two-time president of the Southern Chapter of EBA, with a career of over
30 years representing electric cooperatives before state regulatory and legislative
bodies across the Virginia, Maryland, and Delaware region. His nominator stated he
“was a tireless worker in advancing and representing the interests of his electric
cooperative clients, both in regulatory and legislative forums. His leadership outside
of his energy work reflects a wide commitment to the rule of law and advancing the
professionalism of all attorneys.” Jim was a steadfast, admirable member of the
Southern Chapter and electric community, and is dearly missed by his peers.

Rising Star in Energy Award
The Rising Star in Energy Award is given to a member in recognition of their
outstanding contributions to the EBA, CFEBA, and/or FELJ early in their careers.
Recipients must have no more than 10 years of practice as an attorney or energy
professional, have been EBA members for at least two years, and have
demonstrated a substantial commitment to energy law, EBA’s mission, and its core
values. The EBA presents the 2026 Rising Star in Energy Award to Lauren
Caliendo. 

Lauren has served in several Board positions for the Rocky Mountain Chapter, and is
its immediate past president. She has been instrumental in growing an inclusive and
engaged community within the energy sector, recruited many regional peers to
become EBA members through planning local events, and is committed to ensuring
a wide range of perspectives within the chapter. Lauren is also an active member of
the Colorado Women’s Bar Association, offering structured mentorship to women
entering the legal field, while also playing a significant mentorship role at her firm.
This spring, Lauren also served on the CFEBA Board and Gala Committee, playing a
key role in making the 2026 Gala a fundraising success!
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CONNECT WITH EBA

Energy Bar Association
1667 K Street NW, Suite 700
Washington, D.C. 20006

www.eba-net.org
(202) 223-5625
administration@eba-net.org

Connect with us on LinkedIn:
https://www.linkedin.com/company/energy-

bar-association/

UPCOMING EVENTS
 ENERGY BAR ASSOCIATION

EBA Energy Law Academy Course 108:
An Introduction to Environmental Law

EBA Powering Connections Days

Course 108 provides an overview of federal environmental
law and regulation, including agency practice, rulemaking,
enforcement, litigation, and the major environmental
statutes affecting the energy industry. This course is
especially useful for new environmental practitioners and
energy lawyers seeking a practical foundation in this area.

Energy Bar Association (EBA) is an international, non-
profit association of attorneys, energy professionals,

and students active in all areas of energy law. 

OCT. 28-29

NOV. 5

NOV. 5

Hosted by: Vinson &
Elkins LLP
Houston, TX / Hybrid

2026 Texas Chapter Annual Symposium

APRIL 27-28 2027 EBA Annual Meeting and Conference

Mark your calendar for the EBA Annual Meeting and
Conference  and the Charitable Foundation of the EBA’s
Annual Fundraising Gala.  

Join the Texas Chapter for their Annual Symposium, with
panels focused on the large-scale transmission expansion
shaping Texas’ grid, geopolitical risk and energy security,
private capital in regulated utilities, the growing role of
natural gas, FERC’s NOPR, and more.

Nationwide

Omni Shoreham Hotel
Washington, DC

EBA members and colleagues will gather at sites throughout
North America to network, learn, give back, and connect!
Gather a group of energy industry practitioners in your area
for an afternoon or evening of Powering Connections on or
around November 5. Take in a sporting event, visit a local
museum, volunteer at a local food bank or charity — the
choice is yours. No registration, no fees, no sponsors required. 

Hosted by: Eversheds
Sutherland LLP
Washington, DC / Hybrid
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	Studio E
	12:30 PM - 2:00 PM: LUNCH, PRESENTATION OF AWARDS, LIVE INTERVIEW
	Salon 4


	replace
	THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8
	2:15 PM - 3:25 PM: CONCURRENT SESSIONS
	Concurrent 2A: FERC Practice and Procedure: Perspectives from FERC Staff
	Salons 5-7
	Concurrent 2B: Bridging the Border: Emerging Issues in Energy Insecurity and Digital Infrastructure Development in the U.S. and Canada
	Studio D
	Concurrent 2C: Energy and Transmission Development: Where Do Tribes Fit In?
	Studio E
	3:25 PM - 4:15 PM: BREAK & MEETUPS


	THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8
	4:15 PM - 5:25 PM: CONCURRENT SESSIONS
	Concurrent 3A: Perspectives on Post-Chevron Judicial Review: Has Loper Bright Changed the Game...or Not?
	Salons 5-7
	Concurrent 3B: Ethical Use of AI in Energy Practice
	Studio D
	Concurrent 3C: A Lifetime of Energy Law: Now What? Perspectives on Retirement
	Studio E

	5:30 PM - 7:30 PM: SPECIAL EVENT
	Foundation of the Energy Law Journal Administrative Law Judges (ALJ) Reception
	Studio C and Outdoor Terrace | Separate Ticket Required



	CLIMB HIGHER WITH
	EBA ON-DEMAND
	Visit EBA On-Demand:

	FELJ 2026 ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGES RECEPTION
	Thursday, October 8 | 5:30 PM

	FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9
	8:00 AM - 8:45 AM: Continental Breakfast
	Prefunction 4-7

	9:00 AM - 9:30 AM: Keynote Remarks
	Salon 4
	James Dawson
	General Counsel

	Federal Energy Regulatory Commission

	9:30 AM - 10:55 AM: GENERAL SESSION 2
	Small Reactors, Big Hurdles: Licensing, Construction, and Commercial Risk
	Salon 4
	10:55 AM - 11:15 AM: BREAK & MEETUPS
	11:15 AM - 12:25 PM: CONCURRENT SESSIONS

	Concurrent 4A: AI as a Grid-Enhancing Technology – Opportunities and Risks
	Salons 1-3


	FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9
	Concurrent 4B: Powering the AI Boom: The Interplay Between Data Centers and Natural Gas Pipelines
	Salons 5-7

	12:30 PM - 2:00 PM: SPECIAL EVENT
	Founding Sponsor:
	Women in Energy Lunch: A Conversation With Noha Sidhom and Julia English
	Salon 4



	2026 AWARD RECIPIENTS
	Paul E. Nordstrom Service Award
	RANDALL (RANDY) S. RICH
	Partner
	PIERCE ATWOOD LLP
	The Nordstrom Award was created in memory of Paul Nordstrom, a past President of the Energy Bar Association and motivating force in the organization of the Charitable Foundation of the EBA. The Award honors exemplary long-term service or significant public service by a current or past member to the community through participation in the EBA, CFEBA, or the FELJ. The EBA presents the 2026 Paul E. Nordstrom Award to Randall (Randy) S. Rich.
	Randy is the Chair of EBA’s Senior Lawyers Council (SLC) and has served on a multitude of EBA committees and leadership roles across his decades as a member. Randy has used his current leadership of the Senior Lawyers Council to create meaningful intergenerational connections within the energy bar, championing joint events and panels between the SLC and Young Lawyers Council (YLC). One nominator remarked “it is clear Randy takes pride in being part of the EBA and is genuinely invested in helping others feel welcome.” Beyond his contributions to the energy bar, Randy has demonstrated exemplary community service through his leadership of Pierce Atwood’s pro bono committee in Washington, D.C,, and personal involvement supporting local school activities and assistance programs.


	Rising Star in Energy Award
	The Rising Star in Energy Award is given to a member in recognition of their outstanding contributions to the EBA, CFEBA, and/or FELJ early in their careers. Recipients must have no more than 10 years of practice as an attorney or energy professional, have been EBA members for at least two years, and have demonstrated a substantial commitment to energy law, EBA’s mission, and its core values. The EBA presents the 2026 Rising Star in Energy Award to Lauren Caliendo.
	Lauren has served in several Board positions for the Rocky Mountain Chapter, and is its immediate past president. She has been instrumental in growing an inclusive and engaged community within the energy sector, recruited many regional peers to become EBA members through planning local events, and is committed to ensuring a wide range of perspectives within the chapter. Lauren is also an active member of the Colorado Women’s Bar Association, offering structured mentorship to women entering the legal field, while also playing a significant mentorship role at her firm. This spring, Lauren also served on the CFEBA Board and Gala Committee, playing a key role in making the 2026 Gala a fundraising success!
	LAUREN CALIENDO
	Associate


	State and Provincial Regulatory Practitioner
	The State/Provincial Regulatory Practitioner Award recognizes the impact of EBA members who represent clients before U.S. state or Canadian provincial regulatory agencies, whose advocacy has produced significant results or recognition, and made substantial contributions to the advancement of energy law. The EBA presents the 2026 State/Provincial Regulatory Practitioner Award posthumously to James (Jim) Guy, who passed away on January 21, 2026.
	Jim was a two-time president of the Southern Chapter of EBA, with a career of over 30 years representing electric cooperatives before state regulatory and legislative bodies across the Virginia, Maryland, and Delaware region. His nominator stated he “was a tireless worker in advancing and representing the interests of his electric cooperative clients, both in regulatory and legislative forums. His leadership outside of his energy work reflects a wide commitment to the rule of law and advancing the professionalism of all attorneys.” Jim was a steadfast, admirable member of the Southern Chapter and electric community, and is dearly missed by his peers.
	JAMES (JIM)
	GUY II
	Fmr. General Counsel
	MECKLENBURG ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE



	2026 DIAMOND GEM SPONSORS
	2026 EMERALD GEM SPONSORS
	PLATINUM SPONSORS
	GOLD SPONSORS
	ENERGY BAR ASSOCIATION

	UPCOMING EVENTS
	OCT. 28-29
	Hosted by: Eversheds Sutherland LLP
	Washington, DC / Hybrid
	EBA Energy Law Academy Course 108: An Introduction to Environmental Law

	NOV. 5
	Hosted by: Vinson & Elkins LLP
	Houston, TX / Hybrid
	2026 Texas Chapter Annual Symposium

	NOV. 5
	Nationwide
	EBA Powering Connections Days

	APRIL 27-28
	Omni Shoreham Hotel
	Washington, DC

	2027 EBA Annual Meeting and Conference
	CONNECT WITH EBA
	Connect with us on LinkedIn:
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	FROM THE EBA PRESIDENT
	NICHOLAS J. PASCALE
	EBA PRESIDENT 2026 - 2027
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	THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8
	8:00 AM: REGISTRATION OPENS
	9:00 AM - 9:30 AM: Welcome and Opening Keynote Remarks
	Salon 4
	Krista Tanner
	President and CEO

	ITC Holdings Corp.


	9:30 AM - 10:55 AM: GENERAL SESSION 1
	Large Load Flexibility: Regulation and Innovation
	Salon 4
	10:55 AM - 11:15 AM: BREAK & MEETUPS


	11:15 AM - 12:25 PM: CONCURRENT SESSIONS
	Concurrent 1A: The Cost of the Grid: Who Pays, Who Decides, and Is It Time For a Change?
	Salons 5-7






